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"Surely  the  Lord  God  will  do  nothing,  hut  he  revealeth 
his  secret  unto  his  servants  the  prophets."  Amos  3:7. 


A  prophet  is  the  man  whom  God  calls  and  ordains  to  he 
an  intermediary  between  Himself  and  the  human  race.   Through  him 
He  makes  known  His  eternal  laws  and  purposes,  expresses  His  di- 
vine will,  His  counsel  and  commandments  for  their  eternal  pro- 
gression, and  declares  the  punishments  which  will  follow  contin- 
ued disobedience,  etc. 

Through  the  Prophets  God  has  made  known  that  man  is  His 
offspring,  made  in  His  own  image  and  after  His  own  likeness,  giv- 
ing him  an  inherent  right  to  develop  the  same  divine  attributes 
and  perfections  possess  3d  by  Himself, 

When  making  this  great  truth  known:  He  also  declared 
that  man  was  in  a  lost  condition,  having  forfeited  the  knowledge 
of  God,  and  the  power  fco  see  or  obey  Him  except  again  quickened 
by  His  spirit . 

He  makes  known  to  the  Prophets  the  plan  of  redemption, 
prearranged  in  the  heavens  before  man  fell  or  commenced  his  earth- 
ly probation.   He  gives  them  authority  to  teach  it  and  administer 
all  the  laws  and  ordinances  thereof  to  as  many  as  are  willing  to 
be  taught. 

God  has  made  known  to  the  Prophets  that  His  plan  is  eter- 
nal and  unchangeable,  therefore  not  subject  to  any  whimsical  inter- 
polations to  suit  human  fancies. 

God  has  declared  through  the  Prophets  that  this  wonder- 
ful plan  can  only  be  taught  by  these  who  receive  it  from  Him,  and 
that  no  man  will  be  able  to  know  its  fulness,  nor  receive  the  know- 
and  power  thereof  except  he  is  earnestly  desirous  and  willing  to 
covenant  with  Him. 

God  has  made  known  to  the  Prophets  that  a  man  must  exer- 
cise f ai  th  in  the  Word  He  gives,  through  which  he  may  obtain  know- 
ledge of  His  divine  plan  and  obtain  power  to  obey  same,  known  as 
repentance.   When  man  develops  these  two  gifts  Sod  offers  to  make 
a  covenant  with  him  through  the  waters  of  baptism,  granting  him  a 
remission  of  his  sins,  ana  giving  unto  him  the  gifts  and  powers  of 
sons hip. 

This  reconciliation  has  been  made  between  God  and  man 
through  the  atonement  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  through  whom  we  are 
made  worthy  to  receive  the  Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  takes  of 
the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  manifests  the  Light  and  Truth  of 
God's  Kingdom  unto  all  His  adopted  sons  and  daughters. 

The  possession  of  the  Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  does  not 
place  man  in  possession  of  all  Light  and  Truth,  nor  all  the  pow- 
ers of  God.   They  are  granted  no  faster  than  he  is  able  to  obey. 
Light  and  Truth  as  taught  by  the  Prophets  of  God  and  aided  by 
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the  Spirit  of  Truth.   Hence  the  many  stages  of  perfections  in 
man's  progress  among  those  who  have  made  their  covenants  with 
Him.   If  any  man  turns  from  obeying  the  covenants  made  with  God 
the  Holy  Ghost  withdraws,  and  he  is  left  to  himself  to  wander  in 
darkness;   and  when  it  has  so  happened  that  none  are  living  pleas- 
ingly1 and  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God,  there  is  no  prophet,  and 
all  men  are  left  in  darkness;  and  as  Solomon  said:  Where  there  is 
no  vision  the  people  perish*  (Proverbs  29:18.) 

Moses  declared  as  "thus  saith  the  Lord":  Man  doth  not 
live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every  word  that  proceedeth  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord  doth  man  live.  (Deut.  8:3)   The  Saviour  repeat- 
ed it  in  the  hour  of  temptation. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  for  man  to  be  led  by  living 
prophets  as  the  printed  word  may  not  contain  all  necessary  for 
our  present  needs. 

God's  laws  are  eternal  and  unchangeable,  but  His  comm- 
ands may  vary  from  time  to  time  for  our  guidance  and  counsel  in 
the  same  manner  that  our  earthly  parents'  commands  and  instruct- 
ions may  vary  according  to  our  conditions  and  age. 

The  counsel  which  Jod  gave  to  the  children  of  man 
through  the  prophets  from  Adam  to  Abraham,  and  not  recorded, 
might  have  been  very  much  different  to  the  counsel  and  commands 
given  to  Moses  and  those  on  down  to  Christ. 

The  counsel  and  general  instructions  of  Christ  and  His 
apostles  were  somewhat  different  to  those  of  the  earlier  prophets, 
yet  His  laws  were  unchangeable. 

There  has  always  been  a  tendency  for  men  not  led  by  the 
living  prophets  of  God  to  put  commercial  matters  before  the  great 
and  eternal  purposes  of  God,  which  is,  and  always  has  been  the 
cause  of  the  bloodshed  and  strife  of  the  nations. 

The  living  prophets  og  God  declare  who  man  is,  why  her6, 
and  whither  he  is  going. 

God  has  declared  through  His  prophets  -  "This  is  my  work 
and  my  glory  to  bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of 
man".   Also  -  "Adam  sinned  that  man  might  be,  and  man  is  that  he 
might  have  joy." 

When  living  prophets  guide  men,  and  they  are  able  to  en- 
joy the  knowledge  of  such  statements  as  these,  they  become  the 
lights  of  the  world.   I t  is  knowledge  of  this  kind  which  creates 
in  man  the  desires  to  develop  the  same  attributes  and  perfections 
possessed  by  his  Heavenly  Father,  and  gives  him  strength  to  bear 
all  things.   A  prophet  without  this  knowledge  could  not  stand  the 
contradictions,  scorn,  and  contumely  which  so  often  led  to  their 
being  stoned  to  death  or  crucified,  and  in  these  latter  days  to  be 
shot;  he  would  fail  under  the  straining  test.   Only  a  true  prophet 
of ■  Jod  can  stand  the  test,  teach  the  truth,  and  suffer  these 
things,  and  then  say  -  "Father  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not 
what  they  do." 
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The  prophets  of  God  rarely  say  such  things  as  will  har- 
monize with  the  world's  religious  ideas  or  otherwise  if  we  accept 
the  history  of  the  past  for  our  criterion.   Therefore,  the  calum- 
inations  of  our  latter  day  prophets  is  a  testimony  or  witness  in 
their  favour,  rather  then  any  proof  of  the  opposite. 

The  power  of  evil  inclines  to.  encourage  the  people  to 
believe  in  the  dead  prophets,  and  show  that  the  people  in  those 
days  required  such  commandments  and  rebukes  for  their  disobedience; 
but  to  stone  the  living  prophets  as  being  presumptuous  and  wicked. 
I  would  say:  Let  us  ask  ourselves  the  question  -  Can  we 
afford  to  contradict,  scorn,  and  persecute  those  who  have  come 
with  such  a  great  message  as  the  prophets  of  these  latter  days 
without  giving  their  declarations  and  claims  the  most  careful  con- 
sideration, irrespective  of  all  the  slanders  heaped  upon  them? 
Paul,  writing  to  the  Hebrews,  reminds  us  that  -  "God 
who  at  sundry  times  and  in  divers  manners  spake  in  times  past  unto 
the  Fathers  by  the  prophets,  hath  in  these  last  days  spoken  unto 
us  by  his  son  whom  he  hath  appointed  heir  of  all  things,  by  whom 
also  he  made  the  worlds,  etc."  (Hebrews  1:1) 

"Therefore  we  ought  to  give  the  more  earnest  heed  to  the 
things  which  we  have  heard  lest  at  any  time  we  let  them  slip.  For 
if  the  word  spoken  by  angels  was  steadfast,  and  every  transgress- 
ion and  disobedience  received  a  just  recompence  of  reward;  how 
shall  we  escape  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation;  which  at  the 
first  began  to  be  spoken  by  the  Lord,  and  was  confirmed  unto  us 
by  them  that  heard  him;  God  also  bearing  witness ,  both  with  signs 
and  wonders,  and  with  divers  miracles,  and  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  according  to  his  own  will?"   (Hebrews  2:1-4). 

The  Saviour  instructed  His  disciples  to  go  acd  teach 
all  things  whatsoever  he  had  commanded  them.   These  were  not 
written  at  that  time,  and  I  doubt  if  more  than  just  a  few  gems 
have  ever  been  written.   He  told  them  -  "I  have  many  things  to 
say  unto  you,  but  ye  cannot  bear  them  now.  Howbeit  when  he,  the 
Spirit  of  truth,  is  come,  he  will  guide  you  into  all  truth;  for 
he  shall  not  speak  of  himself;  but  whatsoever  he  shall  hear,  that 
shall  he  speak;  and  he  will  shew  you  things  to  come.  He  shall 
glorify  me,  for  he  shall  receive  of  mine  and  shall  show  it  unto 
you."  (John  16:12-15) . 

Through  this  statement  I  am  convinced  there  is  the  dec- 
laration of  the  continued  necessity  for  prophets  of  God  to  con- 
tinue receiving  the  things  of  5od,  and  teaching  the  people. 

Where  there  is  no  prophet  there  is  no  way  of  obtaining 
a  knowledge  of  the  unwritten  commandments  of  3od  which  have  been 
given  concerning  us  in  this  day,  nor  of  that  which  i  t  is  necess- 
ary for  us  to  know  for  our  future  guidance. 

There  is  much  evidence  adduced  by  the  results  of  scien- 
tific research  work  that  Shis  is  the  time  of  restitution  of  all 
things  which  God  declared  should  come,  by  the  mouth  of  His  proph- 
ets . 
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To  commence  this  wonderful  dispensation  God  called  and 
chose  Joseph  Smith  to  be  the  great  prophet  of  these  latter  days. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  sober-minded  men  and  women, 
after  having  used  ail  the  facilities  at  their  command,  in  ancient 
prophecy,  archaelogical  research,  and  modern  scientific  discovery 
to  prove  his  divine  mission,  his  prophetic  utterances,  have  de- 
clared their  faith  in  him,  and  sealed  it  with  their  blood  in  har- 
mony with  his  own  fearlessness  of  that  which  he  taught. 

The  jealousy  of  the  world  because  God  chose  His  prophet 
as  hitherto  from  among  the  shepherds,  farmers,  or  fishermen,  may 
cause  thousands  to  scorn;  and  because  Joseph  Smith  was  not  chosen 
from  Rome,  Palestine,  England,  or  France  instead  of  America,  may 
cause  millions  to  say  -  "Why  America?"   But  the  same  difficulties 
would  likely  have  been  irrespective  of  who,  or  where  God  chose 
His  prophet. 

If  he  had  been  chosen  from  Rome  he  would  have  clashed 
with  the  ideals  of  the  Vatican;  if  from  Palestine  they  would  have 
said  -  "A  Jew",  etc,  etc. 

God  made  His  own  choice,  and,  as  usual,  the  world  as  a 
whole  rejected  him;  and  all  those  who  continue  to  fight  this  latt- 
er day  work  are  fighting  against  G!od  and  will  surely  fail;  3od  has 
spoken  it. 

The  famine  of  hearing  the  word  of  God  is  a  thing  of  the 
past,  and  a  time  of  plenty  is  now  with  us.  Humble  yourselves  and 
repent  of  your  obstinacy  and  God  will  make  known  to  you  the  truth 
of  this  great  work. 

The  hour  of  His  judgement  is  at  hand,  and  God  has  estab- 
lished connection  again  with  the  heavens  and  is  preparing  a  people 
for  the  second  coming  of  the  Saviour. 

The  world  is  to  be  judged  from  the  records  in  our  hands 
today,  and  others  which  may  come;  therefore,  investigate  deeply 
the  words  and  works  of  our  own  latter  day  and  living  prophets. 

Study  the  Book  of  Mormon,  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants, 
the  Pearl  of  Great  Price  with  the  Holy  Bible,  and  they  will  give 
you  knowledge  and  joy  according  to  your  obedience  by  removing  from 
your  eyes  the  corroding  scales  of  false  traditions. 

-  Mission  President  Samuel  Martin 


Each  of  us  may  accept  or  reject  the  message 
of  eternal  life,  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ; 
and  by  all  reason  and  consistency  each  shall 
garner  the  fruitage  of  his  choice. 

-  James  E.  Talmage. 
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"My  First  Visit  to  Karibib,  South  West  Africa." 
"by  Mission  President  Samuel  Martin. 


One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  my  mission  in  South 
Africa  will  be  my  first  visit  to  the  little  mining  town  of  Karib- 
ib,  South  West  Africa. 

Leaving  Cape  Town  Station  by  the  Sunday  night  mail  train 
I  travelled  nearly  fifteen  hundred  miles  through  parched  and  barren 
desert  land,  with  hardly  a  vestage  of  green  to  be  seen  the  whole" 
distance,  on  land,  shrub,  or  tree.   I  was  told  there  had  been  no 
rain  for  nearly  three  years,  yet  this  dry  veld  produced  a  shrub 
upon  which  cattle  and  sheep  flourished,  though  I  could  not  see  a 
leaf.   During  this  long  trip  the  only  change  observable  was,  every 
few  hundred  miles,  a  slight  variation  in  the  kind  of  desert  shrub 
and  tree,  but  everywhere  a  continuance  of  that  formidable  desert 
tree  known  as  the  Wacht  een  bitjie  bush. 

My  trip,  however,  was  by  no  means  uninteresting,  for 
hour  after  hour,  and  day  after  day  I  had  opportunity  of  telling 
those  who  were  travelling  with  me  of  the  wonderful  story  of  the 
Restoration.   Sometimes  for  hours  with  hardly  a  stir  the  passen- 
gers listened  to  my  wonderful  story;  at  other  times  they  were  all 
reading  from  the  literature  I  placed  upon  the  table.   At  one  time 
I  saiw  one  reading  the  Book  of  Mormon,  one  the  Friendly  Discussion, 
one  the  Doctrines  of  the  Church,  and  myself  Gospel  Doctrine.   Thus 
OG  my  trip  of  four  full  days  I  had  two  changes  and  new  companions 
to  whom  I  retold  my  story,  and  great  interest  was  manifested.  One 
passenger  purchased  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  the  Doctrine  and  Coven- 
ants, also  asked  for  a  supply  of  our  Church  literature  to  be  sent 
him,  and  on  my  return  journey  I  enjoyed  the  s^me  pleasure  and  opp- 
ortunity of  explaining  the  doctrines  of  the  CBurch  to  willing  and 
interested  listeners. 

Arriving  at  Karibib  on  Thursday  morning  at  four  twenty 
five,  I  was  met  by  Brother  Lawrence  C.  Ratcliff,  whom  I  met  for 
the  first  time.   After  greetings  were  exchanged  he  escorted  me  to 
my  room  where -we  eat  and  discussed  by  candlelight  the  subject  of 
my  visit  till  eight  o'clock.   Soon  after  I  was  introduced  to  the 
family,  meeting  for  the  second  time  Sister  Ratcliff,  Sister  Rat- 
cliff's  son  and  daughter,  Bertram  J.  and  Norah  Glynn,  children 
by  former  marriage,  also  Sister  (Miss)  Phyllis  Ratcliff,  sister 
of  Bro.  Ratcliff.   Everyone  of  them  seemed  to  he  filled  with  the 
spirit  of  testimony  of  the  teachings  and  dootrines  of  the  Church. 
We  continued  discussing  missionary  work  and  themes  till 
10:30  P.M.,  with  hardly  any  break,  and  with  no   apparent  tire.   I 
felt  sure  that  I  had  found  others  who  could  see  the  beauty  of  Mor- 
monism,  and  loved  to  talk  on   its  meaning  to  the  human  race  with 
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the  same    joy   that    I   did,    and  preferred   it    to   any  other  subject, 
for   the  sisters   manifested   a  regret   in  having   to  withdraw  from 
the  conversation   to  attend    to    the  preparation  of  meals.      The  one- 
ness  of  spirit  banished   all   strangeness,    giving  place    to   a    joy 
like    that   of  meeting  very  dear  and  long  lost   friends.      Thus    the 
days   passed  with  great   pleasure  and  apparent  mutual   benefit   from 
Thursday,    July   21st,    to~Friday,    July  29th. 

Luring  my  stay  in  Karibib,    I   had   opportunities   of  meet- 
ing with  some   of   the  leading   citizens  who  welcomed  me    to    their 
home,    others    outside,    and  others   at    the   home   of  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Ratcliff.      I   am   justified   in  saying  most   cf  the  English 
speaking  section  of    the   comnranity  manifested   a  keen  interest   in 
my  visit   because   of   their  lp.nSly  friendship   toward   Brother  Rat- 
cliff  and   family,    whose  strict   attention   to    their  peculiar   reli-  ■ 
gious   views   had    established    them  in   the   estimation  of   the  people. 
They  live   close    to    the  standards    given  for    the   conduct   of    the 
Latter  Lay  Saints;    they  oboy  very  closely   the  Word   of  Wisdom, 
and  other  important    commandments   of    the  .Lord    to   His   people   in 
this   day.      They  do   not    compromise    these   holy  principles    to   meet 
the  varied   changes  which  come      to    thoir   environment.      They  ex- 
pect   to   be,    and  are  willing   to   be  known  as   ''Mormons",    and   be 
measured   by    the  standard  and   rules    expected   of    the   Church  of 
Jesus    Christ   of  latter  Lay  Saints,    which  gives    the  lie    to    those 
who   are   inclined    fcC   slander  and  speak    svil   of  us. 

On  Sunday  morning,    July  2£th,    I    conducted   a  Sacrament 
Service,    and   after  a  few  instructions    conferred  upon  Brothers 
Lawrence   C.    Ratcliff  and  Bertram  Joseph   Glynn   the  authority  of 
the  Holy  Priesthood,    and  ordained    them    to    the   office   of   Elders, 
calling  Brother  Ratcliff   to   preside   over   the  Karibib   Branch, 
and   Brother   Glynn   to    fill   a  mission  in  South  Africa,    bringing 
great    joy  and    comfort    to    the  family,    which  only   those  who   have 
had   previous    experience   can  realize. 

Brother   Glynn  manifested  a   beautiful   spirit,    and    gave 
in  his    resignation    to    his    employers   preparatory  to    commencing 
his   mission  on  September  1st,    1927. 

Brother  Ratcliff  arranged   for  an    evening  visit    to    the 
home   of  a  prominent   Jewish  family,    at  which   there-  were,  nine   of 
us   present.      We  discussed   our  doctrines   from  8:30  P^M.    to    11:15, 
all   manifesting  a  very  splendid   and   inquiring  spirit,    and    expressed 
great   pleasure   in   the  visit* 

On  Thursday   evening,    July   28th,   Brother  Ratcliff   invi- 
ted  a  number  of    the   prominent    citizens    zo   his   home.,    that    I   might 
explain    the   teachings    of  our  people.      There  were   present   a   comp- 
any of  fifteen,   whom   I   addressed   for  nearly  an  hour   and    th,en  dis-    ; 
cussed    the  variaus    subjects   until   11:40   P.M. 

I   am   convinced    that    the    zeal   of  Brother   Ratcliff.  and 
his    entire  family  will  bring  many  blessings    to    themselves    and 
the   people.      Sister  Phyllis ' Ratcliff  and  Sister  No rah   Glynn  are 
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very  active  little  missionaries,  going  among  the  people  explaining 
the  truths  of  the  gospel  and  inviting  them  to  read  and  study  the 
things  which  3od  has  revealed  through  the  prophet  Joseph  Smith. 
They  manifest  a  testimony  which  can  only  come  through  obedience, 
and  will  bring  them  blessings  which  no  power  on  earth  nor  in  Hell 
can  stay  so  long  as  they  will  not  stiffle  the  power  themselves. 

I  feel  that  my  visit  to  Karibib  was  under  the  direotion 
of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  that  July  24th,  1927,  will  denomin- 
ate another  "Pioneer  Lay"  in  the  valley  of  the  Karibib  mountains, 
South  West  Africa,  with  which  the  names  of  Rat  cliff  and  llynn  will 
always  be  lovingly  associated  by  having  been  called  to  conduct  the 
work  of  the  Lord  in  those  parts  on  that  day. 

Luring  my  stay  I  had  the  pleasure  of  accompanying  Bro . 
Ratoliff  and  other  gentlemen  to  the  Bat  Cave  Mines,  which  contain 
many  thousands  of  tons  of  Juanno  which  have  taken  countless  ages 
to  deposit.   In  one  part  of  the  cave  Bro.  Eatcliff  found  the  skull 
and  part  of  the  skeleton  of  a  human  being,  and  I  found  an  old 
burnt  clay  Kaffir  smoking  pipe  in  a  place  where  a  cave-dweller  had 
made  his  rest,  barricaded  in  by  heavy, strong,  short  poles  to  pro- 
tect him  from  the  wild  animals. 

The  country  has  plenty  of  wild  game.   Wa  came  across  a 
flock  of  very  large,  wild  ostriches,  and  saw  many  Koodoo,  Bok, 
hares,  jackals,  etc.   Sometimes  wild  bok  and  ostriches  may  be  seen 
by  the  hundred,  and  many  of  the  wild  carnivorous  animals  still  ex- 
ist.  It  is  a  splendid  cattle  raising  country,  the  farmers  having 
little  to  do  besides  seeing  that  the  drinking  troughs  are  kept 
full  at  the  homestead,  which  brings  the  cattle  home  without  the 
necessity  of  herders.   The  rain  fall  is  very  limited,  and  only  in 
the  summer  months,  when  the  entire  town  and  valley  is  turned  into 
a  temporary  lake,  and  the  children  paddle  and  swim  in  the  main 
street . 

The  whole  vanes'-  is  surrounded  for  fifty  miles  by  mount- 
ains of  very  splendid  white  and  other  coloured  marble  which  have 
not  yet  received  much  attention. 

Karibib  may  become  a  very  prominent  commercial  center; 
it  is  generally  alive  with  a  number  of  representatives  of  finan- 
cial houses,  big  game  hunters,  mining  prospectors,  etc.;  the  town 
was  preparing  for  His  Excellency  the  governor  General  of  South 
Africa,  who  would  arrive  on  a  shooting  expedition  the  following 
week. 


"It  has  always  been  a  cardinal  teaching  with  the  Latter 
Lay  Saints,  that  a  religion  that  has  not  the  power  tOv 
save  people  temporally  and  make  them  prosperous  and 
happy  here,  cannot  be  depended  upon  to  save  them  spirit' 
ually,  and  to  exalt  them  in  the  life  to  come." 

-  President  Joseph  P.  Smith. 
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Mission  Hews 

"Cumorah"   Mowbray. 

We   are  very  pleased    to   report    the  work  of   the  Lord   pro- 
gressing nicely  here   in   the   Gape  District.      The  arrival   of  Elders 
0.   Lay ton  Alldredge,    Ray  W.    Ellsworth  and  Rex  C.    Ellsworth  on   the 
4th  of   July  has    given  us   added   strength,    and  we   have  now  been 
able   to  make  our  visits  among  our  friends   and  investigators  more 
regular.      Our    tracting  field  has   been  fairly  fruitful,    and   our 
visiting  list   is    gradually  growing. 

We   have  also  been  strengthened  by   the  arrival   of  Bro. 
Kenneth  Sutherland   of    the  Aberdeen  Branch,    British  Mission,    in 
which  he  was   a  very  active  worker. 

On   the   5th uof ? Tuly   the   "Cumorah  Amateur  Dramatic  Soc- 
iety"  presented   a   three  act   play   entitled   "Caste",    in   the  Fores- 
ter's  Hall,    Woodstock.      It  was   a  great   success,    there  being 
about    two   hundred   people  present. 

Two   baptismal   services   have  been  held    throughout    the 
past  month,    and   four  souls   have  been  added    to    the   Onurch.      Two 
children  have   also   been  blessed.      Those  being  baptized  were: 
Sister  Martha  P.    Karlson,    and   her  son  Peter  A.    Karlson,    Sister 
Nancy  S.    Murphy,    and  Bro.   William  Thomas   Julyan. 

During  the  month  Elders   Leroy  H.   r uncan  and  Leo   R. 
Jenson  rod6   out    to  Melkbosch  Strand  where    they  visited  with  Sis- 
ter Van  Ryneveld   and  family,   who,    as   usual,    expressed    great 
pleasure   in    their  visit.      The   ride   out    to  Melkbosch  was   very 
much   enjoyed,    but   coming  back  a  stiff  south-easter  was    against 
them  ail    the  way. 

President  Martin  left   on  the   evening  of  July  17th, 
for  his    tour  of   the  Mission,    and    the    reports   which  we   receive 
from  him  from  time    to    time   are  very  encouraging  indeed. 

We  have  every  cause  to  rejoice  in  this  great  latter- 
day  work,  and  can  say  that  the  Lord  is  blessing  our  labours  in 
the  Cape  District . 

We  wish    to   be  very  kindly  remembered    to   all    the 
Saints    and  friends    throughout   f'outh  Africa. 

District   Clerk  Leroy  H.    Duncan. 
"Ramah"    Johannesburg. 

We  are   again  pleased    to   report   our  work     successful 
during   the  month  of  July. 

The   Relief  Society  has   been  organized   and   is    progress- 
ing steadily.      The  sisters   and   friends   are  busy  sewing  and   pre- 
paring for   the  Bazaar   to   be  held   in  November. 

The   cold  weather  has    caused   a  slackness   in  attendance 
at   our  meetings,    but    they  are   now  being  more  fully  and   regularly 
attended,    and    everyone  is    taking  an  active   part   in  preparing  for 
President  Martin's   visit   and   the   coming  Conference. 

Our  t-rac-ting-  ir  Mayfai-r  -has-  b-e-e-n-  f-a-i-r-ly^-succes-sful-j 
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and  we  have  now  started  in  Auckland  Park  and  Park  View. 

The  Mutual  Improvement  Association  is  preparing  a  splen- 
did Concert  at  the  home  of  Sister  Mary  Kruger.  A  "Food  Sale"  will 
be  held  afterwards,  in  benefit  of  the  Bazaar. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pace  of  Regent  Park  have  applied  for  bap- 
tism, and  we  are  planning  to  hold  the  service  in  the  near  future. 

We  feel  thankful  for  the  progression  and  success  which 
is  attending  us,  and  humbly  pray  the  Lord's  choicest  blessings  on 
all  those  who  ars  earnestly  seeking  after  the  truth. 

District  Cler:.  Oral  N.  Becks tead. 
Port  Elizabeth  District . 

The  work  of  the  Lord  is  progressing  nicely  in  this  Dist- 
rict.  A  successful  visit  was  made  to  the  Uitenhage  Branoh,  which 
was  found  in  the  usual  thriving  condition. 

A  successful  social  with  forty  five  in  attendance  was 
held  near  the  early  part  of  last  month. 

Elder  Sheld  on  R.  Free  arrived  here  from  the  Bloemfont- 
ein District  on  July  7th,  to  take  up  his  labours  in  this  District. 
Elder  Charles  W.  Larson  left  the  following  day  for  Bloemfontein 
where  he  will  resume  his  duties. 

A  well  attended  Cottage  Meeting  was  held  at  the  home  of 
a  family  of  investigators  on  July  18th;  we  hav6  hopes  of  being 
able  to  hold  a  baptismal  service  in  the  near  future,  as  we  have 
many  promising  candidates. 

We  feel  that  the  Lord  is  greatly  blessing  our  labours, 
which  gives  us  much  cause  to  rejoice. 

District  Clerk  Sheldon  R.  Free. 
Bloemfontein  District. 

The  month  of  July  has  been  one  of  success  for  the  Eld- 
ers labouring  in  the  Bloemfontein  District. 

Near  the  first  of  the  month  we  moved  from  the  boarding 
house  at  159  St.  John  Street,  and  set  up  house  keeping  at  80  Mon- 
ument Road,  which  we  are  finding  more  satisfactory  but  rather  ex- 
pensive. 

Early  in  the  month  Elder  Free  visited  the  Kimberley 
District  to  say  goodbye  to  the  saints  and  friends  there,  and  also 
do  some  sign  painting  for  the  new  Hall  before  leaving  for  his  new 
field  of  labour.   On  the  evening  of  his  departure,  July  6th,  t-he 
Bloemfontein  Mutual  Improvement  Association  honoured  him  with  a 
farewell  social  at  the  home  of  Bro .  and  Sister  Clarence  B.  Spear. 
He  left  late  that  evening  for  Port  Elizabeth. 

Elder  Charles  W.  Larson  arrived  in  Bloemfontein  from 
Port  Elizabeth  on  Saturday,  July  9th,  and  lost  no  time  in  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  the  saints  and  friends. 

Our  labours  have  been  fruitful  of  much  success,  and  we 
have  been  abl6  to  enter  many  new  hemes  during  the  past  month.  Wt\ 
find  the  people  interested  and  willing  to  hear  our  message. 

District  Clerk  Charles  W.  Larson. 
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Kimberley  ristrict. 

The  past  month  has  been  one  of  steady  progress  in  this 
District.   Each  day  brings  added  strength  to  our  testimonies. 

The  attendance  at  all  our  meetings  has  been  rather  s^all 
owing  to  illness  among  both  saints  and  friends,  but  with  their  re- 
covery wo  are  looking  forward  to  a  larger  attendance. 

On  July  6th,  Sister  Koen  of  Hopetown,  Cape  Province, 
called  on  us.  She  is  now  making  her  home  in  KimbeMLey,  and  we 
feel  that  she  will  be  of  great  assistance  be    the  work  in  the  Kim- 
berley ristrict. 

We  have  met  many  people  throughout  the  past  month  who 
have  been  willing  to  listen  to  our  message,  and  we  feel  very  op- 
timistic regarding  the  success  of  our  labours. 

We  are  ever  praying  for  the  continued  success  of  the 
Bulletin,  and  for  the  joy  and  success  of  all  who  read  it. 

ristrict  Clerk  William  B.  Holland. 
Natal  District. 

We  feel  to  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for  His  blessings 
to  our  saints  and  friends' "and  we  who  are  labouring  in  this  Dist- 
rict. We  rejoice  in  the  added  determination  of  most  of  our  saints 
and  investigators  to  gain  a  grsaier  knowledge  of  the  scriptures, 
for  we  know  that  we  can  be  saved  no  faster  than  we  gain  knowledge. 

On  July  4th,  the  Elders  accepted  the  kind  offer  of  Mr. 
and  Sister  Moore,  and  have  now  made  their  abode  with  them. 

Those  whom  we  have  met  in  our  second  tracting  work  have, 
as  a  whole,  manifested  a  very  indifferent  spirit  toward  our  mess- 
age, but  we  have  hopes  that  our  third  tracting  in  this  coming 
month  may  bring  better  results. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  President  Martin's  visit,  and 
pray  that  he  may  have  a  pleasant  and  successful  tour. 

We  humbly  pray  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  upon  all  the 
Elders  and  saints  of  this  Mission,  that  this  time  of  Conference 
may  be  one  of  spiritual  feasting. 

District  Clerk  Theo.  R.  Martin. 
East  London  ristrict. 

The  routine  of  work  in  the  East  London  District  during 
the  past  month  has  be6n  very  different  from  our  usual  procedure, 
due  to  the  fact  that  w?  have  been  handicapped  by  not  having  lit- 
erature to  distribute  among  the  people.  Never-the-less  we  are 
enjoying  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  in  our  efforts  bo  promulgate  the 
glorious  truths  of  the  restored  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

On  July  7th,  Sister  Ella  M.  Jubber  and  children  retur- 
ned from  a  six  weeks'  holiday  in  Port  Beaufort.  '/Ye  are  glad  to 
say  that  Bro  .  Joe  Kozakiewicz  hes  recovered  from  his  recent  ill- 
ness of  pneumonia. 

An  interesting  weekly  study  class  is  now  being  held 
with  the  saints;  we  are  taking  up  r  study  of  the  Poctrine  and 
Covenants,  which  is  proving  beneficial  bo  all. 
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We  are   encouraged  with   the  attitude  our  friends  and  in- 
vestigators  are    talcing  toward  our  important  message.     All  ^t  our 
afternoons   and   evenings    are    takxi  tip  in  visiting,    and  much  joy  is 
received   from   the  same. 

We   extend    lospel   greetings    to  all  saints   and  friends 
throughout    the  Mission,     We  are   constantly  praying  for   the  adr-  .. 
vancement  of   this   great  latter  day  work  of   the  lord. 

District   Clerk  Reed  H.    Beckstead. 


(Brother  Lawrence  C.  Rat  cliff  of  Karibib,  South  West 
Africa,  has  very  kindly  contributed  the  following  article  for 
publication  in   the   "Bulletin"    -  Editors..) 

It   may  be  of   interest    to   readers    of    She  "Bulletin"    to 
know  something  of  President  Samuel  Martin's   visit    to   Karibib.    I 
shall    endeavour   to   give  a   brief   outline   of  what    I    consider   to   be 
the  most   important    event   amd  blessing  in   the  history,  of    this 
little  village,    but  before   doing  so,    I   should   like   to    give   a 
summary  of  my  life  since  I  became  a  member  of   the  Church. 

I   have  been  a  member   of   the   Church  for   three   years, 
but,    owing  to    the  nature  of  my  business,    I   have  not  been  able   to 
settle   in  one  place  for  any  length   of    time,    therefore,    I  have 
not   had    the  pleasure  of   attending   the  Church  services,      It  has 
always   been  my  desire    to   servo   the  Lord.;    I   have   always   sought 
after   truth,    and  prayed    that    I  night   be   able    to   assist    the  work 
of   the  Lord.      This    has   been  made   possible  for  me    through   the   law 
of   tithing,    and   I   can    testify  t©    the  fret    that    the   promises   made 
by  the  Lord  for  obedience    to    that   law  are   as    trud  and  real    today 
as    they  were   in   the  days    of    the  Prophets. 

It  is   by  faith  in,    ane    obedience    to    the  law  of   tithing 
that  I   am  in  my  present   position,      I   feel  sure    that  if  people 
could  only  realise  what   hope   anC    happiness    is   derived   from  obed- 
ience   to    the  lav;  of   tithing,    there  would   not  b6   a  single  soul 
who  would   not   obey   this   lav/. 

I    had  never  been  ordained    to   any  office   in   the  Priest- 
hood,   therefore  had  no  authority    to  v  'Minister   the  Sacrament   to 
my  family;    never- the-1  ess  we   continued    to   hold   family  meetings 
regularly  to    try  and  keep  in  communion  with   the  Lord. 

The  Lord  has    told   us    that  we  should   partake   of   the  Sac- 
rament  in  remembrance   of   Him.      I   had   no t    the   opportunity  of  doing 
so  for   two   years,    and  although  I   struggled    to   keep  in    touch  with 
the  Lord,    I    could  always   feel    that   I   needed    the  assistance   of 
someone    to   save  me   from  sinking,      I    co  ild   not    e::nlain   the   reason 
for   this   strange   feeling  as    I   nsvox  understood    the   importance   of 
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the  Sacrament,  or  the  power  of  the  Priesthood.   I  studied  a  great 
deal  on  these  subjects,  but  the  Lord  had  not  revealed  these  truths 
to  me  as  I  see  them  today.  Now  that  the  Lord  has  manifested  the 
importance  of  the  Priesthood  to  me,  I  am  able  to  look  back  on  my 
struggle  of  the  past  year  with  an  enlightened  mind.   I  realize  that 
it  was  a  time  of  great  trial,  as  I  felt  that  I  was  shut  out  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord.   This  trial  has  added  greatly  to  my  test- 
imony, for  I  know  of  a  surety  that  every  lav/  is  necessary  in  the 
Gospel.   If  there  are  any  Saints  placed  in  a  position  similar  to 
mine,  I  should  like  to  save  them  from  the  unpleasant  experience 
through  which  I  have  just  passed  by  advising  them  to  seek  the  aid 
of  the  Elders  in  the  nearest  Mission.  Please  do  not  think  that  I 
am  presumptuous,  but  accept  this  advice  in  a  spirit  becoming  a 
Latter  Day  Saint,   let  in  touch  with  those  holding  the  Priesthood, 
and  in  all  humility,  with  their  assistance,  the  Lord  will  make  it 
possible  for  you  to  partake  of  His  blessings  by  aiding  you  to  keep 
His  laws. 

President  Martin  suggested  coming  to  Karibib  some  time 
back.   I  cordially  invited  him,  but  at  the  same  time  pointed  out 
that  I  thought  it  was  a  waste  of  time  and  money  as  we  were  the 
only  family  of  Saints  up  here,  and  it  seemed  selfish  on  my  part 
to  expect  him  to  come  all  this  way  for  our  benefit  alone.  Never- 
the-less  President  Martin  was  not  to  be  turned  away  for  these 
reasons,  and  I  received  a  letter  to  say  that  he  would  arrive  on 
the  21st  of  July. 

I  met  him  on  the  station  at  4:20  A.M.,  and  after  greet- 
ing him,  mentioned  that  it  seemed  a  shame  that  I  had  caused  him 
all  this  trouble  and  expense.   He  replied  that  no  trouble  or  ex- 
pense wa9  too  great  where  one  of  the  children  of  the  Lord  was  con- 
cerned. 

We  strolled  over  to  President  Martin's  room  where  we 
discussed  the  Gospel  until  8  A.M.  luring  the  discussion  Presi- 
dent Martin  inquired  whether  I  should  like  my  son,  Bertram,  to 
fill  a  mission.  I  may  say.  that  I  felt  a  little  surprised,  and 
at  day  break  I  mentioned  this  to  Bertram,  who  replied  that  he  had 
been  praying  that  the  Lord  would  call  him  on  a  mission,  but  he 
did  not  expeot  the  call  so  soon. 

President  Martin  them  met  the  family,  that  is,  Sister 
Ratcliff ,  Sisters  Phyllis  and  No rah,  and  Brother  Bertram.  We  had 
Gospel  discussions  every  evening,  usually  lasting  until  10:30  P.M., 
when  we  were  obliged  to  retire  for  the  night. 

I  felt  that  by  the  presence  of  President  Martin  my  pray- 
ers had  been  answered,  as  I  fully  realized  that  his  visit  was  a 
blessing  from  the  Lord.  He  brought  a  new  spirit  into  our  home;  I 
could  never  explain  what  joy  his  visit  brought  into  our  lives.  I 
feel  that  these  blessings  cannot  be  spoken  of  as  they  are  for  the 
recipient  only. 

On  Sunday,  July  24th,  we  had  a  special  service  for  the 
purpose  of  ordaining  Brother  Bertram  and  myself  to  the  office  of 
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Elders,    and   called  Bro .   Bertram   to  fill  a  mission  in  South  Africa 
commencing  September  1st,    and  myself    to   preside   over   the  Karibib 
Branch  of   the  Church. 

On  Monday   evening  we  were  invited    to    the  home   of  some 
friends,    to  whom  President  Martin  had   the  opportunity  of  explain- 
ing  the  Gospel.      They  were  very  interested  and  showed   regret  when 
the   time   came  for  us    to   leave,    although   the  hour  was  very  late. 

On  Chursday  evening  we  arranged  for  a  number  of   the 
prominent  citizens   of   the   town   to  visit   our  house,   where  Presi- 
dent Martin  addressed   them,    and    explained  at    many  of   the   truths 
of  the  Gospel   as    time  permitted,    our  friends   showing  much  inter- 
est,   and  asking  questions   until  mid-night. 

President  Martin  left  here   on  Friday,    July  29th,    and 
though  he  had  been  with  us  for  nine  days,    the  inexhaustible  store 
of  knowledge  which  he  has   of   the  Gospel  was  so  interesting  to  us, 
that,    before  we   realized,    the    time   had   come  for  his   departure. 

I  may  add   that  we  are  still    enjoying  the  blessings   as  a 
result   of  his  visit,    as   he   has   now   opened    the  way  for  us    to   hold 
our  little  services    and   enjoy   the  blessings   derived    therefrom. 

My  dear  Brothers  and  Sisters,    I  wish   to   bear  my  testi- 
mony.     I  know  that    this   is    the  restored   Gospel  of  Jesus   Christ;    I 
know    that   Jesus    is    the   Christ,    and    that  He  lives.      I  know   that 
Joseph  Smith  was   a  prophet   of   God. 

That    the  Lord  will    continue    to   bless   His   Church  and 
Kingdom  here   on   earth,    and   each  and    every  one  of  you,    is  my  hum- 
ble prayer  in   the  namo  of   J-esixs   Christ. 

Lawrence  C.    Rat cliff. 


On  one   occasion    the  Prophet   Joseph  Smith  said   -    "We  do 
not   ask  any  people    to    throw  away  any  good    they  have   got;   we  only 
ask   them   to   come   and    gee  moro.      What   if  all    the  world  should    em- 
brace   this   Gospel?      They  would    then  see    eye    to    eye,    and   the  bless- 
ings  of   God  would  b6   poured   out  upon   the  people,   which  is    the  de- 
sire of  my  whole  heart." 

Human  reason    tells   us    that    there   can  be  only  one  source 
or  one  author  of   truth,    for  if  it   emanated   from  more    than  one 
source   or  author,    it  would  be  divided   against   itself.      As   one 
author  has   said,    "To   get  it    (truth)    pure,    one  must   go    to    the  fount- 
ain head,    there   is   nothing   else    oo   do." 

Let   us   follow    the  instructions   of   the  Lord    through   the 
Prophet   Brigham  Young,    and  live  for  His   spirit  which  will   guide  us 
into   all    truth: 

"Let   him  that    is   ignorant  learn  wisdom  by  humbling  him- 
self and   calling  upon   the  Lord   his    God.    that   his    eyes   may  be  opened 
that   he  may  see,    and   his    ears    opened    chat  he  may  hear;    for  my  spirit 
is   sent   forth  into    the  world    tc    enlighten   the  humble   and   contrite, 
and    to    the   condemna^-.^n  oi    the  ungodly."      Elder   T„    R.   Martin  -   Natal 
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I  feel  very  grateful  for  the  opportunity  of  bearing  my 
testimony  to  the  readers  of  the  "Bulletin". 

I  know  the  Lord  has  abundantly  blessed  me  throughout  my 
past  If  "9~  and  I  feel  to  thank  Him  for  the  success  which  has  thus 
far  attended  my  missionary  labours.   I  also  wish  to  thank  my  comp- 
anions for  the  assistance  I  receive  from  them  from  time  to  time. 

I  find  that  the  time  passos  very  quickly  when  it  is  uti- 
lized in  the  work  of  the  Lord;  but  when  I  allow  thoughts  of  home 
to  creep  in,  the  time  seems  to  drag  very  slowly,  and  difficulties 
arise  which  bring  me  to  a  remembrance  of  my  cuty. 

I  have  often  recalled  the  words  of  the  Prophet  Isaiah  - 
"Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  call  ye  upon  him  while 
he  is  near".   I  have  put  this  passage  to  the  test,  and  through 
prayer  have  found  that  the  things  which  have  appeared  as  darkest 
mysteries  to  me,  have  been  made  the  easiest  to  understand. 

I  know  that  God  will  bo  ever  near  us  to  hear  and  answer 
our  prayers  if  we  will  strive,  through  faith  and  humility,  to  com- 
ply with  His  desires  and  obey  His  commandments..   That  we  may  do  so, 
and  thus  have  claim  to  His  blessings  is  my  humble  prayer. 

-  Elder  Oral  N.  Beckstead,  Transvaal  District 


"As  for  me,  I  will  call  upon  God; 
and  the  Lord  shall  save  me-  Even- 
ing, and  morning.  a::d  at  noon  will 
I  pray,  and  cry  aloud,  and  he  shall 
hear  my  voice. ;!   (psalms  55:16-17.) 


THE  SCOPE  "7  THE  RELIEF  SOCIETY 

Who  can  measure  the  heights  of  love,  She  breadth  of 
charity,  or  sound  the  depths  of  knowledge?  He  only  who  created 
the  universe.   And  He  alone  may  compute  the  majesty  and  the  pow- 
er of  the  Society  which  was  established  in  Wauvoo,  March  17th, 
1842.   The  scope  cf  our  work,  the  possibilities  of  our  develop- 
ment, are  bounded  only  by  woman's  capacities  and  woman's  event- 
ualities.  The  Relief  Society  is  as  broad  ar?  eternity,  as  far 
reaching  as  love.  Any  woman  oi  excellent  character  may  achieve 
membership  in  the  Society.   All  that  is  true,  all  that  is  beau- 
tiful, all  hope,  faith  and  marcy  are  enclosed  within  its  bound- 
aries.  -  Susa  Young  Gates. 

"And  now  atideth  faith,  hope,  charity, 
these  three;  but  the  greatest  of  those 
is  charity."  -  1  Corinthians  13:13, 
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